Emma Cooley                                                                                                                                                                 Professor Salsedo                                                                                                                                               CRE101                                                                                                                                                                              12/4/12

Animal Cruelty: Is there any evidence of a connection between animal cruelty and human violence?    Research in psychology and criminology shows that people who commit acts of cruelty to animals don’t stop there—many of them move on to their fellow humans. “Murderers ... very often start out by killing and torturing animals as kids,” says Robert K. Ressler, who developed profiles of serial killers for the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) (1)  In one study, 70% of animal abusers also had records for other crimes. Domestic violence victims whose animals were abused saw the animal cruelty as one more violent episode in a long history of indiscriminate violence aimed at them and their vulnerability. Investigation of animal abuse is often the first point of social services intervention for a family in   trouble (2) This makes me wonder if criminals with violence in their past, should be able to own pets. Because all though some are saved there are many others that get killed, these poor defenseless animals can’t protect themselves and that why I feel like we need to make more of an effort, thousands of people see animals being abused every day and they don’t always report it. 
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I chose these pictures because I know that we all recognize that animal cruelty is bad, but unless you have witnessed what it looks like you don’t realize how bad it can really be. I think these pictures paint a good picture of how we should view animal cruelty. Looking at these pictures make me sad, I know you all will also feel the same, I hope seeing these push you to help in any way you can to save these poor defenseless creatures, even if it’s going to an animal shelter and volunteering  

These pictures above are what healing hearts fight to stop, and to also help suffering and abused animals. They strive to make them health once again, and to also heal there emotional wounds.  Established in 2005, Healing Hearts is dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of abused and neglected animals.  They provide them with care and compassion at Healing Hearts Animal Refuge Ranch located in Willcox, Arizona.   Although Healing Hearts is a refuge where animals may live out their natural lives, if at all possible they try to find them a new forever home.  Domestic companion and farm animals of all kinds; horses, dogs, cats, pigs, goats, sheep, burros, cows and rabbits find a safe haven at this unique and dedicated no-kill animal facility.                                                                                                                 Their Mission Statement:                                                                                                                                                                   To provide a safe haven for neglected, abandoned or abused animals and promote compassionate and humane treatment for all animals.                                                                                                                                                                Vision:                                                                                                                                                                                      Healing Hearts envisions the day that every animal in Arizona will be assured a dwelling place and necessary care all its life and will not suffer due to neglect or abuse and the need for our animal refuge care facilities will be non-existent.                                                                                                                                        Their Goal:                                                                                                                                                                                                The goal of Healing Hearts is to provide effective means for the prevention of cruelty to animals throughout the State of Arizona and to serve those animals who are the victims of abuse. One of the best ways to end the suffering of innocent domestic animals such as dogs and cats is by reducing the number of unwanted births.  (3) 
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In Tucson Weekly Healing Hearts was credited as Local Heroes, which is their annual tribute to citizens who make Tucson a better place. The reasoning being that she and a friend bought a ranch near Wilcox to create a nonprofit, no-kill shelter on 54 acres for humankind's beasts of burden, as well as other animals, including Equine animals (horses, donkeys and mules) (4) because they are so expensive to maintain there aren’t many shelters that can afford or have the space for large animals.

And like Healing Heart we as well should feel an obligation to help take care of animals in need. Animals are loyal, and give us attention and love when we need it, and serve us. It’s only fair that we as well serve them, and we can do that be either donating or volunteering, to take an animal or to just help at a shelter. I submitted an application to healing hearts to help out once a week, they told me that they have had a lot of volunteers lately and they’ll get back to me when I can come to help.  I am excited for when I can actually go and help, to do my part in help animals in need.
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