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Overview

This project may be used in either developmental writing (ENG091) or first-year composition (ENG101 or ENG102)

Project Elements

1. Context:

“A Lifelong Aversion to Writing”: What If Writing Courses Emphasized Motivation? 

How many of our students are enthusiastic when they enter our classroom?  Students who are motivated, usually, do not underachieve but have that light which ignites learning at a greater measure than the average student.  I want to create a curriculum which is designed to promote and nurture motivation.  Therefore, for the past twenty+ years, technology has been my signature and the yellow pencil has been thrown out to be replaced by the keyboard and more.  I like Sullivan’s quote from Yeats, “Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” (120)  If I can build that fire and not have someone tell me that I can’t, yo si puedo.  Therefore, I create activities, learning environments, and writing projects in which the assignment takes on the signature of the student who has created each.  Give me a computer and some space, I will sit down a student who will be glued to the screen—not playing a game but using software allowing him to create a story, a description, a report, an interview, or some other genre which is strictly him or her.

For me, patience is not a problem except when the administrator tells me that I can’t.  I remember working with adult ESL students and being told to not put them before computers.  They had too much to learn!???  On the other hand, I put them before computers so they would learn.  They would learn to be confident and at the same time learn from Eric Leshinskie’s ESL CDs about grammar, writing, reading, and speaking activities.  I set them down to computers as part of my study plan and helped students to show off their ability to use the computer.  I saw some fine PowerPoint presentations.  I saw students using English, perhaps weakly, but using their new found language to express and explain their work to us, gabachos.

When I see my students building their own motivation because they want to and not because they have to, the job is almost done.  No longer am I a disciplinarian but I am facilitating the learning that is happening in my classroom.  This causes me to wonder, "Is this where the Dev Ed student has been created?"  Things that have turned me on to want to know, I remember.  The things which I had to do don't linger unless I want to remember the negative moments of my life.  Is this what has happened to give us so many Dev Ed students nowadays? (from Ryan,Koestner, Deci, 122)

I like the idea that if a student hasn't received a B or A in my class, he isn’t finished.  I definitely agree and many times wish the semester were not over so soon for some of my students.  Because I get concerned about the procrastinator, I want to create an atmosphere of having variety, choice, and disguised repetition to encourage students to hurry on their quest to know more than to just know that the due date is which is coming too soon or because he is failing because he just isn’t doing… (123)  I’ve done that.  I’ve become fossilized.  I don’t want fossils in my classroom!

Another good reason to teach as I do and why I love discovering the issue in media is because it grabs the student and his reality.  The student is grabbed by things happening around him or her--even if it means rushing to a protest.  That fire may soon become a bonfire if the setting is right.  I don't want a survivor but a master when the student leaves my class—or, at least, an apprentice to learning.

I hate it when I am told to jump back into the box and be traditional.   I was given the choice to teach an all summer class with one instructor computer in my classroom with no chance to modify the environment to having several classes where I was in charge.  I chose the latter.  I want my students to feel comfortable and to use tools available to them in every way possible as we explore but  roast together for 8 weeks of an Arizona summer. There is so much work which works against us.  Unfortunately, this aversion is created through systematic ways nationally and statewide in addition to local administration which are tired, worn out, and need to retire.  Let the fire remain and let someone who is interested in promoting student engagement and learning to take place.  As Sullivan writes, "I am not arguing here that we should abandon "rigor" and "high standards"...(126)  Definitely, that is not the case in my mind nor the curriculum I build within my classroom!

I want to create long-term, low-risk, high-yield investment in the banks of my students.  I want them to leave with baggage with those valuable moments which made everything done during the past weeks to be worth it all.  I want to produce adults who are thoughtful, passionate, lifelong learners.(127)
From Shaugnessy and Micciche

"This last week my past son-in-law responded to a text and wrote, "Wuz up?"  Did I understand him?  Of course.  Was he grammatically correct?  No--definitely no but at the time, it was appropriate as a response from him.  Yes, we need to recognize from where our students are, let them write their stories, and then build upon those stories to improve their ability to consider the outside world--outside of their box."

From Patricia O’Shea, “Ironically, unless I am misreading the Introduction to Errors and Expectations, Shaughnessy doesn’t suggest that writing teachers neglect grammar at all; rather, she says that they need to change their attitude about the errors of basic writers, to use the errors as a starting place for what to teach.
From Fulkerson
Now, combined with the textbook and daily issues, I am including service learning—the community.  I am finding ways to immerse my students in the issue of the day and of the community—to go into the streets and to learn from the poor, to go to a school and help students connect with him or her and thus he or she connecting to the young student, or attending a poverty banquet, all makes sense.  The student is more than a student—he is learning for a purpose.  His academic community is going to go beyond the four walls of the classroom and be grounded in realizing that the tools he learns in the classroom can only be ultimately used if he is able to give service.  Service-Learning Definition

Service-Learning combines academic instruction with meaningful service in the larger community.
· Learning - Intentional connection to curriculum 

· Service - Meeting the needs to Local, National and/or Global communities 

· Reflection - Connecting service and learning experiences to gain deeper understanding 

· Assessment - Evaluate the learning 

· Celebration - Recognize the contribution to the community 

Service-Learning enhances what is taught by extending student's learning beyond the classroom and providing opportunities for students to use newly acquired skills and knowledge in real life situations in their communities, locally, nationally, and globally.
Thus, for me, the conclusion and implications for the present lie in how I can teach my student to be a part of tomorrow.  "Even though we disagree among ourselves, those outside of English--including the public who pay tuition and taxes, the deans, presidents and politicians who demand accountability, and the students themselves--in general hold a still different view of what we should be up to than we do" (680). Given the complexity and diversity of stakeholders, we lie in making that connection between reality and how we can make the difference to enliven our students with “Si se puede.”
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Rhetorial Analysis Review
Thanks to Joy Hansler for her ENGIOT examples for this class final. project

THE PURPOSE

The purpose of this assignment is to have you perform a rhetorical
analysis of a piece of visual rhetoric from which you've studied during the
semester: photogmph, pu.bl.ic ad, pol.itica,l. speech, cartoon, data, or website.
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· Purpose:  (CRE101 competencies) http://cre101-evaluativereading.weebly.com/cre101competencies.html
· Describe the nature of critical reading and its application to life in the contemporary world.
· Apply critical reading techniques to a variety of materials and purposes for reading.

· Analyze, in writing, textual material to ascertain tone, purpose, audience, and author’s point of view, citing words, phrases, and passages as support.

· Identify and explain, in writing, language devices, such as complex figures of speech.

· Apply critical reading skills to analyze and evaluate, in writing, the components of an author’s argument.

· Synthesize, in writing, ideas on related issues from varied. Written sources.

· (ENG 101 competencies) 
· Analyze specific rhetorical contexts, including circumstance, purpose, topic, audience, and writer, as well as the writing’s ethical, political, and cultural implications.

· Summarize, paraphrase and quote from sources to maintain academic integrity and to develop and support one’s own ideas.

· Use feedback obtained from peer review, instructor comments and/or other resources to revise writing.

· Generate, format, and edit writing using appropriate technologies.

· (ENG091)
· Recognize how rhetorical contexts (including circumstance, purpose, topic, audience and writer) affect writing.
· Generate and support effective and appropriate ideas.

· Use feedback obtained from peer review, instructor comments and/or other resources to revise writing.

· Generate, format, edit, and deliver writing using appropriate technology.

This is A Model of Reality: Understanding the World Through Literature learning community

Equivalent of ENG101 for students of English as a Second Language (ESL). Emphasis on rhetoric and composition with a focus on expository writing and understanding writing as a process. Establishing effective college-level writing strategies through four or more writing projects comprising at least 3,000 words in total.
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Loewen (sociology, Univ. of Vermont; Mississippi: Conflict and Change ), whose interest lies in looking for "weapons of mass instruction" in American history textbooks, first shared his findings over ten years ago in the best-selling first edition of this book. Here he presents his updated assessments, starting with an introduction that "re-caps" and "pre-caps" what the book covers, and explains his concept of the failings of 12 American history textbooks. He finds, for example, that Woodrow Wilson is still given hero status although he was almost single-handedly responsible for forcing the removal of any one who was not a WASP from all levels of government. He also notes that we are spending more time on the War of 1812 than on our longest war: Vietnam. In an age of "truthiness" and "spin," a work that asks us to challenge students with actual and chronological history, and with images and comments from diverse viewpoints, leaving each student to come to his or her own conclusions, would seem to be of particular importance. Even if your library has the first edition, you must get this update. A fascinating work; highly recommended.—Suzanne Lay, Perry H.S. Lib., GA  
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 The Moves That Matter in Persuasive Writing
· Requirements:  

· Thesis statement

· Works cited pages

· MLA format

· 2500 words or more

· Create as an essay 

· Create PowerPoint or other mode of presentation for class

· Prompt:

· The purpose of this assignment is 

· to have you perform a rhetorical analysis of a piece of visual rhetoric

· to experiment with pre-writing techniques

· to work with crafting an effective thesis statement

· to select relevant details to support general conclusions

· to focus on writing engaging introductions and conclusions

· to consider questions of voice, audience, and purpose

· to work with selecting and integrating appropriate strategies of development

· to experiment with different revision processes

· to move toward a persuasive academic writing style

· Audience:

· Class peers

· Instructors

· Others of student choice (the community)

· See Opposing Viewpoints http://ecourses.maricopa.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_4_1&url=%2Fwebapps%2Fblackboard%2Fexecute%2Flauncher%3Ftype%3DCourse%26id%3D_677119_1%26url%3D
· Address the audience of both sides of the issue

· Process:  See 
http://cre101-evaluativereading.weebly.com/syllabus-and-more.html
http://cre101-evaluativereading.weebly.com/the-processassignments.html
http://cre101-evaluativereading.weebly.com/service-learning3.html
http://cre101-evaluativereading.weebly.com/service-learning2.html
· Date due: 

· First informal draft due:

· Peer evaluation workshop due:

· Revision due:

· Instructor conference due:

· Final draft due:

· ePortfolio due:

· notes

· graphic organizers/outlines

· drafts

· Criteria for evaluation:

· ENG101 rubric: http://www.gccaz.edu/english/welcomepacket_101rubric.rtf.
· ENG091 rubric: 

· CRE 101 rubric: http://www.pvc.maricopa.edu/~butler/cre/ARQrub.pdf
Comments:

What has been valuable so far?  I’ve really enjoyed the interaction among the class peers.  The readings have been enlightening.  I would have liked to have seen more examples of what is actually provided to students here, at MCC.

Which readings really stand out as memorable/influential/provocative?  After we got through the initial readings, the latter readings were of special interest  in regard to grading, concerns for students and to adjust and modify course content.

What did we miss?  Technology and more technology!

