I like Maya Angelou.  She is a wonderful writer.  You will be introduced to a piece of her work.  Here is an example of practice identifying figurative language in a reading:

· Read the Prologue and Chapter 1 of I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings and type answers to the following questions: 

1. In Chapter 1 (not the Prolog) Identify and explain an example of one each of a metaphor, a simile, and a personification from the chapter. Here is an example of how to do it from the Prologue: 

1. 

QUOTE: "If growing up is painful for the Southern Black girl, being aware of her displacement is the rust on the razor that threatens the throat. It is an unnecessary insult." (Maya Angelou: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, prologue) 
LABEL:This is a metaphor 
EXPLAIN:in this metaphor the triple dangers and pains of being Black and female and living in the South are compared to the danger of a razor at the throat. And the additional awareness of being displaced is compared to the rust which makes the razor even more dangerous:and it just makes life that much harder.
(Do this three times from chapter 1: one metaphor, one simile, and one personification.)

2. Literal level vocabulary question: What does it mean when it is said that the Negro passengers on the train "plied us with cold chicken and potato salad?" (3rd paragraph of chapter 1. (Notice the word in this sentence is plied, not piled.)
3. Interpretive level question: Why does May experience "inordinate rage" at the white people's 

4. depiction of blacks as "gaysong singing cotton pickers?" (next to last paragraph of chapter 1) (The word "gay" does not mean homosexual in this sentence.)
4. Critical level questions: 

4a: Compare the experience of Maya and Blacks in the South in the 1930's to some other minority group that has experienced discrimination by the majority.

4b: Why do you suppose so often one group of people discriminate against other groups

