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Is it fact or is it analysis?  How do you know for sure???[image: image2.png]



What is analysis???
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Today you will self-edit your draft, looking for quality analysis.  You will read your essay slowly, sentence-by-sentence.  After each sentence, thoughtfully, evaluate whether the content was a fact, “F,” or analysis, “A.”

“Facts” are…well, facts…obvious statements, truths, observations.  This will include the layout, colors, location of elements in the media, etc…

“Analysis” is the detail that takes it to the next level, the “how” and “why” and the deeper understandings that you unlock, taking those facts to a clearer meaning for your audience. F If the color blue elicits a feeling of calm, why does it do that?  How do we feel that?  Is it effective?  Why or why not?  The answers to the questions become that “analysis” for which you are striving.

As this is a rhetorical analysis essay, the mean of your paper should be analysis.  Take your paper beyond a listing of observable facts and create cohesive analysis throughout your argument.  You should not have an “analysis section;” rather, the vast majority of your facts should be analyzed as you discuss them, coming to an overall answer not of “is this advertisement effective?” but rather a statement of WHY it is effective and HOW your rhetorical appeals function to create this effective media.

To that end, as you read your paper line-by-line, label the fact-driven sentences with an “F” in the margin.  Next to analysis-driven sentences, write an “A” in the margin.  When you finish the labeling, evaluate:

· How many “Fs” do I have?  How many “As” do I have?

· What does the F/A ratio tell me about my overall argument?

· As my paper stands, is it just a listing of facts, or is it a true rhetorical analysis?

· What could I do to take t hose ordinary observations to a deeper level for my reader?

· Where do I need to integrate more analysis to strengthen my argument?

· Are there certain locations where it makes sense to have more facts than analysis?  Why?

The labeling of F&A is only the first step of your self-edit.  Next, thoughtfully revise and improve your draft, using your self-analysis as a guide to strengthen your rhetorical analysis argument.
