Rhetorical Analysis Pre-Writing Assignment & Outline
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DIRECTIONS:  Complete the following questions as you do your research.
1. Describe all of the visual elements you see in as much concrete detail as possible.

2. What do you think is the overall argument and purpose of this image?  (See Opposing Viewpoints on the topic.)

3. Who do you think is the specific persona and audience of this image?

4. How do visual and verbal elements work together to convey an image?

5. How do the rhetorical appeals operate in this visual rhetoric?  Are they effective?

a. Ethos:  (What perspective and biases does the author bring?  What authority does he or she have to produce this?  What does the author do within the text to establish credibility with the audience?)

b. Pathos:  (What is the audience’s attitude toward the subject matter?  What does the author do to appeal to the audience’s emotions, values, or experiences?)

c. Logos:  (What reasons and evidence are provided in the claim?  How appropriate or convincing is the reasoning and evidence?)

6. What aspects of the visual argument work better than others?

7. What would you like your readers to learn or think about when reading your analysis of the image?

8. What are the contexts—social, political, historical, cultural—for this argument?  Whose interests does it serve?  Who gains or loses by it?

9. What do you think that your thesis statement will be?

10. What are you going to need to research in order to make your argument?

Graphic Organizer
Use this space to outline the structure of the claims and support you are going to make to prove your Rhetorical Analysis Argument.

